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Introduction to Creative Arts  
 

Nevadaõs Pre-kindergarten standards are a joint effort supported by the Nevada Dep artment of Educationõs 
Office of Special Education, Elementary and Secondary Education, and School Improvement Programs, as well as 
the State of Nevada, Department of Human Resources, Welfare Division, Child Care Assistance Department and 
the Child Care and Development Fund.  These agencies have been challenged by the Good Start, Grow Smart 
initiative to work together to develop standards to be used by all early childhood education programs in Nevada 
as a guide for child outcomes for preschool.       
 

These standards should be understood as what children may know by the end of preschool before entering 
kindergarten.  It is important to understand that if your child does not meet the standards this does not mean 
they will be ineligible or unsuccessful in kind ergarten or beyond.  These standards are guides that can be used 
with all children in any early education setting such as childcare centers, family childcare homes, Head Start, 
preschools and school district Pre-K programs. 
 

During the early years, imagina tion and creativity are at their height. Early childhood programs should value 
and recognize these attributes in children, and build on them as a way to facilitate development and learning.  
Opportunities for creativity should be integrated throughout all areas of the early childhood curriculum.  Children 
should be provided with a wide range of materials and time to explore them.  It is the process rather than the 
finished product that is most important. C hildren learn many skills through the process  experience.  Depending on 
their previous experiences, individual dispositions, age or developmental level, and unique interests, children will 
express their creativity in a variety of ways.  Children learn by interacting with the environment, their peers, and 
significant adults.  This interaction often is in the context of play.  Creativity is particularly supported through 
play, when children use imagination, experiment with roles, use a wide range of tools and props, find creative 
solutions to problems, and gai n insight into the world around them.  
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Creativity presents itself in many ways. The following standards consider creativity in four distinct areas:  
 

 Visual Arts 

 Music and Movement 

 Dramatic Play 

 Creative Thinking 
 

Research supports the importance of t he arts in academic achievement (CNAEA, 1994).  By expressing and 
appreciating the arts, one develops thought processes and communication skills (Althouse, Johnson, & Mitchell).  
Arts involve all content areas.  Early childhood curriculum is not taught in isolated segments, but is integrated 
across content areas.  The arts connect the content areas, and give children a means of developing new ways of 
understanding their world.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note to teachers :  Each of the following pages contain s a Pre-K Creative Arts standard.  The numbers for each standard match the original Pre -K Content Standards document, but may reworded in 
this manual for simplicity purposes.  Many of the activities suggested in this guidebook can be found on the Virtual Pre -K website and can be accessed through:  https://www.virtualpre -k.org/  

https://www.virtualpre-k.org/
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The attached standards are a joint effort supported by the State Department of Education and the State 

Department of Human Resources, Welfare Division; Child Care Assistance Department and the Child Care and 
Development Fund.  These state agencies have been challenged by the Good Start, Grow Smart initiative to work 
together on developing standards to be used by all early ch ildhood education programs in Nevada as a guide for 
child outcomes for preschoolers.  Future federal funding will be contingent on the completion and 
implementation of the Pre -Kindergarten (hereafter, shortened to Pre -K) Content Standards.   
 

The Nevada Pre-K standards describe appropriate outcomes for children at the end of their preschool 
experience before entering kindergarten.  Therefore, when reading the standards one should think in terms of 
the childõs final learning outcomes before entering kindergarten.  The standards are guidelines to be used with 
all children in any early education setting such as childcare centers, family childcare homes, Head Start, 
preschools and school district Pre-K programs. 
 
 A complete version of Nevadaõs Pre-K Standards can be downloaded from the Nevada Department of 
Education website at: http://www.doe.nv.gov/equity/prekstandards.htm  or a copy can be obtai ned by 
contacting Tina Springmeyer at Tspringmeyer@washoe.k12.nv.us.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.doe.nv.gov/equity/prekstandards.htm
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CREATIVE THINKING   

 

 

 

 
Teachers may see children begin to:  

 

ɻ  Make a variety of sounds with their voices  

ɻ  Create and sing chants. 
 

ɻ  Approximate pitch and increase singing range.  
 

ɻ  Recognize and select a variety of simple songs, finger 
plays, musical games, and musical activities alone and with 
others 
 

ɻ  Select and recognize a variety of songs from diverse 
cultures.  

 

Tips to help children begin to approach 
problems in a creative manner:  

 
ɻ  When problems occur in the classroom model for children how to 

come up with a variety of solutions.  

 

ɻ  Role play situations for children to expose them to potential 

problems and how to solve them.  

 

ɻ  When conflicts occur between children use it as an opport unity to 

teach them how to solve a problem.  

 

ɻ  Ask children many open ended questions that require more than a yes 

or no answer. 

 

ɻ  Ask children to explain how they reach their solutions to problems 

they encounter.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to find more tha n one way to solve problems.  

 

ɻ  Offer a variety of materials in the classroom that are open ended in 

how they can be used (e.g. blocks, art materials, etc).  

 

ɻ  Have a variety of tools for math, science, and other cognitive areas 

such as manipulatives, measuring tools, magnifying glasses etc.  

 

ɻ  Allow children to use things in the classroom environment to adapt to 

challenges (e.g. using a large block as a stepstool)  

 

ɻWhen reading books, point out the problems encountered in stories 

and talk about the dif ferent ways they can be solv ed. 

 

 
Children approach problems in 

a creative manner . 
 

(Pre-K Standard 1.0 ) 

Activity: ñExtension Activitiesò 

 
When children make something with blocks, manipulatives, art, or any other 
construction materials invite them to reconstruct what they made using a different 
kind of media. For example if they build something with the lego blocks encourage 
them to draw, paint, collage, or even build the design with another type of blocks 
(e.g. wooden).  Another example could be to have children recreate their art (e.g. 
sculpture) in different forms. They can draw a picture of it, paint a picture of it, and 
then even make a collage picture of it. Take photos of this process to help the 
child see how they created more than one piece of art with the same design. 
Teacher Tips: Make a class book with pictures of childrenôs work so they can look 
back at what they did to try it again or come up with new ways of making a 
creation. Encourage other children to look at their peerôs work to give them 
inspiration to try something new. 
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  CREATIVE THINKING 
DEVELOPMENT 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Teachers may see children begin to:  
 

ɻ  Choose more challenging tasks. 
 
ɻ  Show an ability to delay gratification to complete a larger 
task. 
 
ɻ  Express satisfaction when accomplishing a task and achieving 
a goal. 
 
ɻ Demonstrate persistence by trying again when faced with 
challenges. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Tips to help children begin to demonstrate 
motivation to learn and persistenc e in 

approaching tasks:  

 
ɻ  Provide children with large amounts of time to explore and work with 

classroom materials.  

 

ɻ  Permit children to choose activities that are particularly interesting to 

them.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to engage with classroom materials for longer 

periods of  time.  

 

ɻ  Offer materials that range from simple to complex and encourage 

children to work up to the more complex materials (e.g. simple puzzles to 

jigsaw puzzles).  

 

ɻ  After a large amount of exploration time with materials, encourage 

children to create more complex things.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to try new things or elaborate on something they 

have done. 

 

ɻ  Allow children to work individually and in small groups on ongoing 

projects that interest them.  

 

ɻ  Set aside space in the classroom to store work ( e.g. block structures, 

art, etc.) so children can work on projects for extended amount of time.  

 

ɻ  Take photos of childrenõs work and write down the things they say and 

post it at their eye level to inspire them to continue or change course.  

 

ɻ  Take time to revisit a project that children have done and talk about 

how it will or will not carry on.  

 

ɻ  Invite children to share their work with their classmates and encourage 

them to make comments or ask questions.  

 

Activity: ñDocumenting Childrenôs Workò 
 
Materials: Camera, printer 

 
When a child or group of children begin a project of interest to them, such as building with 
blocks, take it as an opportunity to document what they are doing. Documentation gives 
children the opportunity to look at their work more closely and more often. It can help them keep 
going on a project longer and stay focused on their work. To begin, take one or more pictures of 
a child or children working on something in the classroom. The next day show them the 
picture(s) and revisit and talk about what they did the day before. Encourage them to continue 
and elaborate more on what they were doing or see if they want to try something new. Keep 
taking pictures of this process and then display the process near the area where the children 
worked for everyone to see and talk about. 
 
Teacher Tips: You may want to invite children to share their work, show the pictures and talk 

about what they did with the whole group. Remember that you can document anything that the 
children do with art, manipulatives, dramatic play, music, outdoor play, conversations between 
children, and much more. You can also use this documentation to put in childrenôs 
developmental portfolios to show families their progress in the classroom. 
 
 

 

 
Children demonstrate 

motivation to learn a nd 
persistence in approaching 

tasks.  
 

(Pre-K Standard 2.0)  
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Children create a variety of 
connections between and 
among activities, domains, 
ideas, experiences and/or 

people.  
  

(Pre-K Standard 3.0)  

 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

 

CREATIVE THINKING 
 

Teachers may see children begin to:  
 

ɻ  Combine objects in a variety of ways.  
 
ɻ  Categorize experiences, people and ideas in a 
variety of ways.  
 
ɻ  Create stories and scenarios by combining 
experiences and ideas. 
   
  

 

Tips to help children create a variety of 
connections between and among activities, 
domains, ideas, experiences and/or p eople:  

 
ɻ  Let children move freely among the centers in the classroom.  

 

ɻ  Offer a variety of materials in all learning centers in the 

classroom. 

 

ɻ  Allow children to move materials around the room to use them 

in diverse ways. 

 

ɻ  Model for children how to make connections among ideas and 

topics that they are exposed to.  

 

ɻ  Include all subject areas in all learning centers (e.g. have math 

materials available in all learning centers.)  

 

ɻ  Expose children to lots of experiences, people, and ideas 

through discussions, books, and classroom visitors. 

 

ɻ  Read or sing different versions of a story or song and talk about 

how they are similar and different.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to talk about their ideas and share them 

with others.  

 

ɻ  Make journals for the chil dren to draw and write their ideas or 

stories in.  

 

ɻ  Make time for children to dictate their ideas or stories to you 

and then write them down.  

 

ɻ  Help children think of topics they want to write about.  

 

ɻ  Allow children to express their ideas and storie s in multiple 

ways (e.g. visual arts, dramatic play, construction etc.)  

Activity: ñLiteracy, Literacy Everywhere!ò 
 
Materials: Books, variety of paper, notepads, clipboards, pens, pencils, markers 
 
One really good way to expose children to many different ideas and experiences is to put books and 
writing materials in all centers of the classroom. Set aside an area or container in every center for 
books and writing materials. Here are some ideas for literacy in some classroom centers to get started. 
Dramatic Play: books related to family and careers, cookbooks, recipe cards, grocery list paper, 
grocery ads, clipboards with paper envelopes, stationary, checkbooks with pretend checks, money, 
pens, and pencils. 
Blocks: books related to building or construction, community helpers, and environmental print, large 
paper, clipboards with paper, blueprint paper, pens, and pencils. 
Math/Manipulatives: books related to numbers, counting, shapes, and sizes, clip boards with paper, 
graph paper, paper with numbers on them, rulers, measuring tape, flashcards with numbers or things 
to count, pens, and pencils. 
Science: books about nature, animals, insects, weather etc., clipboards with paper, pens, and pencils. 
Art: books about colors, shapes, lines, drawing, painting sculpture, famous artists, variety of paper, 
and variety of art media. 
Teacher Tip: Try and think of literacy items and add them to the music center, snack center, computer 
center, and writing centers. 
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Children sing a varied 

repertoire of music alone 
and with others   

 
 (Pre-K Standard 1.0)  

 
 

 MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 
DEVELOPMENT 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Teachers may see children begin to:  

 
ɻ  Make a variety of sounds with their voices.  

 

ɻ  Create and sing chants.  

 

ɻ  Approximate pitch and increase singing range. 

 

ɻ Recognize and select a variety of simple songs, finger plays, 

musical games, and musical activities alone and with others.  

 

ɻ   Select and recognize a variety of songs from diverse cultures.  

 

Activity: ñCreating a Music Centerò  
 
The music center can take up as little or a lot of classroom space that you desire. It can be as 
simple as having a container with a few instruments, books related to music, and writing materials 
for the children to pull from a corner and play with. You can have a few instruments for a small 
group or enough instruments for the entire class to play with at once. You can add some dance 
and movement materials such as streamers and scarves. Find some books about musical 
instruments, singing, particular songs, and dancing. Class songbooks or index cards can be used 
to write down favorite or made-up songs. Include writing materials such as paper, blank sheet 
music, clipboards with paper, pens and paper. You might want to place the music center near a 
CD player so children can choose music to listen to, accompany with instruments, or dance to. 
 
Tip: The instruments and materials in the music center can be homemade from recycled or 
household materials. Use pots, pans, wooden bowls and pie tins for percussion instruments. You 
can make maracas from plastic eggs, beans, and rice. Use the paper party streamers and 
scarves from a thrift store to dance with. Also consider taking the music center outdoors for more 
freedom to sing and dance. 

 

 

Tips to help children sing a varied repertoire of music 
alone and with others:  

 

ɻ  Include musical activities in the classroom on a daily basis.  

 

ɻ  Sing a variety of songs, fingerplays, chants, and rhymes.  
 

ɻ  Expose children to a variety of styles in music (e.g. classical, folk, etc.).  

 

ɻ  Talk about and demonstrate how to sing in low and high voices.  
 

ɻ  Encourage children to sing songs in different pitches (e.g. high, low, 

soft, loud).  
 

ɻ  Include a music center  in your classroom complete with a variety of 

instruments and musical themed books.  
 

ɻ  Allow children to make noise with their voices and/or musical 

instruments often.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to try and make different animal and environmental 

sounds. 
 

ɻ  When reading books, encourage children to make sound effects that go 

with the story.  

 

ɻ  Have musical themed or òsingableó books available in the classroom. 
 

ɻ  Create a book with all of the childrenõs favorite songs for them to look 

at.  

 

ɻ  Give opportunit ies for children to choose what songs or musical activities 

to play.  
 

ɻ  Expose children to a variety of music and songs from different cultures.  
 

ɻ  Learn songs in more than one language. 
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Teachers may see children begin to:  

 
ɻ Play and identify a variety of musical instruments.  

ɻ Participate in a rhythm instrument band. 
 
ɻ Accompany simple music with rhythm instruments or 
clapping.  
 

 

 

Tips to help children perform a varied 
repertoire of music on instruments alone 

and with others : 
 
 

ɻ  Have books about music and musical themed books 

available in the classroom.  

 

ɻ  Play instrumental music and show children pictures 

of the instruments that are being played.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to make instruments from 

recycled materials.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to gather together and pretend 

to be in a rhythm instrument band.  

 

ɻ  Move and dance around to different types of music.  

 

ɻ  Have children clap, tap, stomp, etc. to the beat of 

music that they hear.  

 

 

   

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 
DEVELOPMENT 

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
Children perform a varied 

repertoire of music on 
instruments alone and with 

others.  
 

(Pre-K Standard 2.0)  
 

 

Activity:  ñMusic Bingoò 
 
Materials: pictures of instruments from computer clipart or internet, cardstock paper, markers, 
large beans or pennies, tape or CD of musical instruments playing 
 
Create a musical bingo game for your classroom. Find pictures of a variety of musical instruments 
on computer clip art or from the internet. Print out at least 4-5 small pictures of each instrument to 
fit on the squares of the bingo boards. You can use instrumental CDôs from your classroom, or 
record instruments sounds from the internet. Have a small group of children listen to the sounds 
and if they have that particular instrument on the board, they can place a bean or penny on it. 
 
Teacher tips: You may want to listen to the music with the children and show them which 
instruments are playing before playing the game. You can also add variations to this game by 
using environmental sounds, animal sounds, and other sound effects. 
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Teachers may see children begin to:  
 
ɻ  Improvise simple songs and rhythmic patt erns using voice, 
body or instrument.  
 
ɻ  Take familiar songs and change words, feelings, voice or 
dynamics. 
 

 

  
Children improvise 

melodies, variations, and 
accompaniments.  

 
(Pre-K Standard 3.0)  

 
 

 

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 
SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

Tips to help children improvise melodies, 
variations, and accompaniments : 

 
ɻ  Sing a variety of songs and expose children to them 

repeatedly.  

 

ɻ  Model for children how to change words and sounds to 

create different songs and music.  

 

ɻ  Model for children how to change the rhythm of a song 

(e.g. sing it faster, or slower)  

 

ɻ  Show children how to change the feeling of a song by 

singing a familiar song in a happy voice, sad voice, etc.  

 

ɻ  Encourage children to make up their own songs and 

music. 

 

ɻ  Have children perform and sing their songs for their 

classmates. 

 

ɻ  Write down the  words to childrenõs songs and create a 

class songbook. 

 

 
 

                            
 

Activity:   ñRecording a Songò 

 

Materials: Tape recorder, blank cassette tape 

 

Invite a small group of children to record their songs onto a tape cassette. 

Play the music they recorded back to them so they can hear what they 

sound like. Allow children to record individual songs or sing in pairs or 

groups. Encourage children to sing familiar songs and to make up their own 

songs and sounds. 
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Teachers may see children begin to:  
 
ɻ Identify simple elements of music such as loud/soft and 
fast/slow.  
  
 

 

 
 

Children  listen to, analyze, 
and describe music.  

  
(Pre-K Standard 6.0)  

 

 

 
 

Activity:  ñMusical Drawingò 
 
Materials: paper, markers, instrumental music 
 
Show children how they can listen to music and draw scribbles on 
paper to the rhythm, beat, or speed of a song. Give them some 
paper and markers and let them draw to the music too. While 
they are drawing use words such as, slow, fast, loud, and soft. 

 

 

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT 
SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 Tips to help children listen to, 

analyze, and describe music.  

 
 

ɻ Take familiar songs and encourage the children to try 
and sing them slow and fast or loud and soft.  
 
ɻ Play music and have the children move to the 
rhythm, beat, or speed of the song.  
 
ɻ Play music and verbally identify if it is playing slow, 
fast, loud,  or soft.  
 
ɻ Talk about songs that you know and whether they are 
slow, fast, soft, or loud.  
 

 

   

 

 


