Ne v ad a élenddpgareen Standards

GUIDEBOOK FOR TEACHERS

Part 1:

Language and Early Literacy




GUIDEBOOK FOR TEACHERS

LANGUAGE AND EARLY LITERACY

Ne v ada é&sdefgarten
Content Standards

March 2005

Developed by Kari S. Bauer, Ph.D.
In cooperation with the Nevada State Department of Education and
State of Nevada Office of Early Care & Education

Ay Care
éqp‘ Q-{;?
“
%
%

Of{-;ce

State of Nevada

For more information call or email Tina Springmeyer, Program Coordinator, at
775-448-5273 or TSpringmeyer@washoe.k12.nv.us.



Acknowl ed

Introduction to Language andEarlyLi t er acy ¢éé

Li stening

TABLE OF CONTENTS

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

gements €

D
D
(0N
D
D>
D

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

and Speaking

Reading eEéééeéeéééeeeeceeeeeceeeeece
Writing Eééééeeéééeeeeeeeeeeeeeece
Literacy Resour ces ceéééééeeeceéééeeecee

Addi ti onal

Appendi X

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

Websites ¢é

(D~
M-
(D~

(Guiding Principles)eé

D

D~

(O}

-

(O}

D~

-

-

D~

-

D~

D~

N

D~

-

([N

-

D~

(O}

-

(O}

D~

D~

(D~

D~

(O

D~

(O}

D

D~

N

([N

-

(0N

-

(O}

(O}

-

D~

(D~

éRage d 3 &

SRaged & &

D~

-

D~

D~

-

-

D~

D~

(0N

D~

D

-

(O}

D~

D~

(D~

D~

-

(O}

D~

foN

-

-

D~

-

D~

-

(O}

(O}

D~

D~

(D~

D~

D~

(O}

(O}

-

D~

-

D~

D

-

(ON

(O}

-

D~

D~

(O}

-

D

-

D~

-

(D~



Acknowledgements

The attached standards are a joint effort supported by the State Department of Education and the State
Department of Human Resources, Welfare Division; Child Care Assistance Department and the Child Care and
Development Fund. These state agencies have been challenged by the Good Start, Grow Smart initiative to work
together on developing standards to be used by all early childhood education programs in Nevada as a guide for
child outcomes for preschoolers. Future federal funding will be contingent on the completion and
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Introduction to Language and Early Literacy

This handbook may be a good resourcefort eacher s t o | earn moKs&andartisoThis Ne v
guidebook is an introduction to some tips that could work with children as they begin to read and write.
Teachers should be as creative as they desire and know that no single technique will wor k with all children.
As a teacher you can use this handbook as one among many tools for getting children ready for
kindergarten and beyond. When using this as a resource, you are reminded that the following points are also
important for helping childr en read and write:

etalk with children, model reading and writing behavi
enjoyment of reading and creative writing;

e point out specific letters and words, and design classrooms so children can see a nd use writing for many
reasons;

¢ read interesting and diverse books daily to children;
¢ talk to children about what they read and point out sounds of letters;
e sing songs, play games, finger plays, and read rhyming poems and stories;

e pl ay 0 pr e tclldrah dnd aréate yrocery lists, read recipes, make signs, and write letters to friends
or family members;

e use a variety of words when talking with children and take community trips to explore and point out words
and language in the environment.



There is increasing diversity among young children in pre -kindergarten programs including children from
diverse cultures, English language learners, and children with exceptional abilities. The following points related

to diversity in early childhood educatio n should also be considered:

e Pre-kindergarten English language learners need materials and resources in their own languages in order to
develop first | anguage vocabulary and concepts. Chi
dependent upon the level of skill achieved in the first language.

¢ Children with special needs may require accommodations or specialized resources to support their literacy
development.

e Exceptional children need to be appropriately supported to further stimula te their language and literacy
development.

Teachers can use a variety of methods and approaches to honor the diversity of children in their pre -
kindergarten programs. Experienced teachers will also know that no single method may work with all children.

Each of the following pages contains a Pre-K Language and Early Literacy standard. The numbers for each
standard match the original Pre -K Content Standards document, but are put in the order of the common
developmental pattern of listening, speaking, r eading and writing skills in preschool age children. The standards
are also reworded in this manual for simplicity purposes.



Children begin to
listen to and think

about what they
hear.

(Pre-K Standard 8.0)

Teachers may see children begin to:
Listen for a variety of purposes
1 | i te teaehers, children, and book recordings in listening
centers
J] |isten for instructiongasksr i d

Listen and respond appropriately to stories and
group discussions.

] ask why, wh o, what,
conversations or to books read aloud

J] repeat rhymes, songs, or
J] answer questions

Listen to and follow a two -step oral direction.

J] demonstrate a c tdirestiorss t
or requests
1 r e pnstradtions and/or assist other children with completing

directions

t hrough

Listen with increasing attention span.

1 ask questions about stories indicating increased attention to
details

J] model devel ompraebehavioriwken dighepingdo
others speak or read

J] demonstrate an
changes inwords from books

under st andfi ng

LISTENING AND
SPEAKING

w h lestanjng to h e

pass
related to b

Tips to help children begin to listen to and think
about what they hear:
1 Listen to children without

1 Ask children to repeat or rephrase statements made by others.

1 Mo d e | asking and answering

1 Provide
interest children.

t-initiated disocoigsions dnitopiak that

1 Use storytellin g to encourage the use of new and interesting
words.

1 As k mamlgd quegtiens.

| Help the children understand directions by encouraging them
to repeat them to other children or adults.

] Discuss topics that are relevant and interesting to children .

J] I ntroduce topics that child
1 Encourage o0good | istening
appropriate oO0listeningd6 behayv

r

c

[e}}



Children begin to use
and understand
appropriate speaking
skills.

(Pre-K Standard 9.0)

LISTENING AND
SPEAKING

Teachers may see children begin to:

Use and expand vocabulary .

| repeat words and expand on sentences spoken by adults or other
children

J] engage in word pl ay
l] exper i me nléearnwawtwbrdsa n d

(6banana, f

Speak with increasin g clarity, ease, and accuracy.

J] communicate
language

e f f e canish,sign, or othem nativaen g |

Initiate conversation and respond to others.

J] respond with nonverbal

are speaking

g ewbile others s

Use language to repeat simple stories, songs or rhymes,
or to relate experiences

1 epeat nursery rhymes, poems, fingerplays, and songs
J] use different voices f orpoembar ac

Give a clear direction

J] repeat instructions for others
1 explain words or directions for other children to understand

Speak in complete sentences, using at least three words

J] demonstrate an understanding of

Tips to help children begin to use and
understand appropriate speaking skills.

1 Respond to language with and help makeclear c hi | dr en o
meanings.
l] Answer childrenf6s questions ab

1 Use new words frequently throughout play or other interactions.
| Positively reinforce ¢ h i | dmew wobdsusage.

1 Allow children to control the subject of conversations when
appropriate.

] Reinforce childrends interest
J] Encour age chi | dutokévehiletreading to them. a

1 Rbuadylistening games to help with hearing sound
differences.

1 Encourage children to discuss their understanding of books or
conversations.

| Provide props or flannel board pieces for children to reenact
familiar stories or to develop their own storie s.

1 Encourage children when they speak with or help one another
with directions or instructions.

1 Model the appropriate sentence structure to children.

1 Speak clearly and repeat words and phrases to children when
needed.

| Praise children when they speak and use words at their own
developmental level.

l] Expand childr.ends sentences



LISTENING AND
SPEAKING

Children begin to
use language for
a variety of

purposes.
(Pre-K Standard 10.0)

Teachers may see children begin to:

Engage in conversation and sometimes follow
rules of speaking .

/] begi n t oteahenmderstaading &f turn -taking in
conversation

/] participate as an equwith p:¢
others

Ask and answer simple questions

J] ask and answer cpoversationsoviths |

adults or children

Share ideas and information fro m personal and
shared-group experiences .

1 share personal experiences and ideas in group
discussions

Share experiences, feelings, ideas, or stories
in dramatic play.
/] pretend with
ideas

1 tell

wor ds feelingsarc t i

r e-leelievecstoriesna k e

Tips to help children begin to use language
for a variety of purposes:

1 Engage childrenin talking and model appropriate
conversation skills.

1 Model and praise turn-taking, eye -contact, etc.

1 Model asking and answering questions.

1 Develop questions with children and encourage them to

expand on or add more questions on a topic of inte rest.
1 Wor k with children to

| Provide time for discussions on topics that interest
children.

1 Talk about cultural and real -life experiences.
1 Ask questions to help children understand something.

J] Shar e
words and help them share these stories with families.

1 Encourage peer interactions.

1 Encourage role-play with individual s or groups of
children.

1 Encourage children to act out stories and pretend to be

characters from books.

| Discuss feelings or behaviors of characters during role -

play to foster empathy and understanding of others.

f

¢ hthioligdts abdaoutbesperiences using new

n



Tips to help children recognize and
understand new words:

READING

1 During dramatic play, art, music, book reading , large
motor, or sensory play activities, tea chers can call
Children begin to attention to letter sounds in words.
recognize and
understand new
words.

(Pre-K Standard 1.0)

1 Allow time for children to play with sounds through
singing, rhyming, developing nonsense words, and
interacting to music.

1 Encourage children to imitate the beginning sounds of
words.

] Pl ayspylé. 6 game by asking ¢
something that begins with |

Teachers may see children begin to: | Create spaces that include a diverse variety of books,
labels, signs, and charts.
Identify the initial sound of own name

1 Provide children with many examples of print in

1 h saumd differences in letters games, activities, books, or cente rs throughout room.
J focus on beginning sounds in familiar words
1 play with sounds in words 1 Encourage children to use and recognize familiar logos

| EellpEite s Saltis Sl el el ne (il and signs on food boxes/cans in dramatic play area.

Recognize environmental print and symbols. L Label objects in room.
1 recognize environmental signs (e.g., McDonalds, STOP EXIT)
Jrecognize product | ogos (e.g., Lego
1 recognize some letters and words in books or the environment

| ask for help with a word in the environment

1 While reading to or playing with children, talk about
and identify select letters.

1 Encaurage children to write at their own level their

Identify some letters in own name . name or letters from their name on drawings or paintings.

1 begin to know the names of some letters if th ey see their shapes { Display childrends names o
| recognize own name in print and the names of most letters in own name cubbies.

1 explore letters through play (e.g.,t racing letters or forming them with

clay) 1 Di splay al phabet at chil

letters when children seem interested, or help them when
attempting to find certain letters.



READING

Children begin
to understand
books and the
process of
reading.
(Pre-K Standard 2.0)

Teachers may see children begin to:

Identify the front of the book and
when reading.

how to turn pages

J] show an understanding of how bo
J] handle books with care and resp
J] understand the purpose of books
J] begin to |l ook over pages of boo
J pretend to read

Use pictures to aid u nderstanding .

J] identify familiar objects in pi
] express emotion and respond to
J] retell the story wusing the pict

Ask questions or make comments important to the story
being read.

J show an under standasogy of t he me
J] try to retell the story or pred
J] remember events aarstdrycharacters

Tips to help children begin to
understand books and the process of
reading:

1 Model the right way to handle books.
1 Model the right way to read (e.qg., left to right).

Jl Encourage children to oread
| Point to words from left to right when reading, model

how to turn pages.

1 Explain how a book works, by pointing out tit le, author,
illustrator, etc.

1 Encourage children to retell stories from their own or
other illustrations.

1 Encourage children to recreate stories or life experiences
through drawing or scribbling/writing.

1 Frequently read books to groups or indiv idual children
and allow them to respond to or expand on themes within
the books.

1 Provide books that allow children to lift flaps and further
explore characters and themes.

1C



Children begin to
apply early reading
skills.

(Pre-K Standard 3.0)

READING

Teachers may see children begin to:

Retell a story using pictures, pr ops, or a book

J] place pictures from a story i
J] act out a story usi ngdramatiapian e |
J] create their own st or teaclerssi mi

Predict what will happen next in a story and
respond.

1 r endtp questions about the story
J] retell stories from memory
J] retell stories from beginning

Listen and respond to stories from different cultures and
time periods .

J] begin to understand soudst ur al
1/ € o mp ar dnbeoksdatteis own experiences
] explore and expand on t hemes

Listen and respond to rhythm or rhyme

J] recognize and recit e répeatingand p o

rhyming words

J] recite predecgbl| edoBhowaeBgegWhat,
e?06)

do you se

Listen and respond to age -appropriate material for a
variety of purposes .

1l Tr ecr e atine vaietyof wayss(e.g., dramatic play,
creative writing, and painting)

Listen and respond to poetry and prose

J play al omigpldsongs i ngi ng
] recite poems and finger plays

Tips to help children begin to apply early
reading skills:

1 Encourage children to retell stories through dramatic play or
other means.

1 Provide many props and manipulatives for children to
recreate or develop their own stories.

1 Encourage children to remember experiences and describe
events in books or their personal lives.

1 Encourage children to predict the outcomes or change the
endings of stories.

| Readpredictable books regularly.

1 Provide environments that allow children many opportunities

to explore books and stories with diverse pictures and t hemes.

1 Encourage children to join in on reading predictable rhyming
books.

1 Encourage children to make up their own songs or chants.
1 Choose books with repeated phrases.

1 Encourage children to bring favorite books from home or
choose books from the classroom to share and discuss.

1 Ask children what they like /dislike about certain characters
and stories.

1 Encourage children to explain the meaning of stories in their
own unique way.

1 Encourage children to choose a favorite poem or so ng to
recite /sing with the class.

1 Encourage children to make up their own poems.

11



READING

Tips to help children begin to use reading as a
way to learn:

1 Model to children writing stories, making lists, or labeling
objects.

Children begin to
use reading as a

way to learn.
(Pre-K Standard 4.0)

1 Encourage children in their beginning interest in pretend
writing.

1 Show through daily experiences and modeling that printed
words provide useful and necessary information.

Teachers may see children begin to: | Encourage the retelling of stories or events through drawing,
painting, or journaling.

Demonstrate an understanding that printed

materials provide information 1 Encourage children to respond to stories by asking open-

ended guestions and/or engaging in conversations about the

I know differences between var story.
J] understand the storyds meani
|l ask for help to read a book ] Model genuine enthusiasm and

_ _ _ and pictures.
Recall information from an event, text, or picture

1 Ask questions about previous events or books read.

J] retell familiar stories
retell certain events from s . " . . .
i make predictions about the s 1 Model to children writing out recipes or directions and

following the appropriate steps in the process.

Respond to or ask a question about an event, text,

or picture 1 Play games or read books that involve specific steps or

directions.

J] ask questions aboudgtriedet ai |l s
J] add personal information r el

Follow with teacher assistance, a simple display of
pictures

J] use pictures to organize own
] use pi ct utuaderstanding sfa poplo r




Children begin to
use writing* to

communicate .
(Pre-K Standard 5.0)

*All levels of writing and spelling at
this age are appropriate. Creative
spelling and/or pretend writing should

be expected and encouraged.

Teachers may see children begin to:

Experimen t with writing tools and materials in response
to information.

J] show beginning control of wr
(using various writing tools)

1l dev e l-lamp caprglipation

J] begin to determine a purpose

Experiment with writing to ols and materials to
communicate.

J] use pretend writing to commu
J] begin to use other resources
books, computers)

J] use symbols or drawings aaad e
ideas

1l us e ewritng asipart of their daily activities

J] explain their own writing or

Experiment with writing tools and materials in response
to a familiar experience

1 choose a topic for creative writing related to a  familiar
experience

Experiment with writing tools and materi als in response

to literature.

J] represent or descri bweritims, ori e

drawings, or paintings

l] generate ideas for a story
iting

J] choose a topic for wr r

13

WRITING

Tips to help children beg in to use
writing to communicate:

1 Provide daily opportunit.i
creative writing with various materials.

1 Integrate creative writing into daily routines and
activities.

1 Model the appropriate way to write (e.g., lefttori  ght,
top to bottom).

1 Encourage children to talk about and reread their own
writing.

1 Encourage children to extend on their creative writings.

1 Encourage children to re|
through writing or drawing.

1 Allow for many op portunities for children to write for a
purpose.

1 Model writing for a purpose.
1 Assist children in writing books for classroom or home.
(Teachersc an rewrite the chil dos

writing and using his/her own creative spelling).

1 Provide an environment with a wide variety of
literature and daily reading.

] Model the writing process
words for a story or description of a picture.



WRITING

Children begin to
develop and
understand a
purpo se for

writing.

(Pre-K Standard 6.0)

Teachers may see children begin to

Share ideas for class writing .

1
1

make s
use wr

i gns mformoteess snalgseraomt o

iting as

a part of

Organize ideas, through group discussion, with
teacher help.

R G

Say aloud words, phrases, or sentences to an adult

expand
contri
i meé. 6

ideas or
bute to o

det ai | s
r create

wr i t eiingsandnasktsomeone else to read it

recording on paper.

| say aloud a story or event for an adult to write down
1 identify objects in drawing/painting for adult to record

Share drawings with othe rs.

1 expl ai
/] compos
or families

1] | abel

n the meaning
not es/ | eteathers,s

e various

dr awi ngs

wi t h

of dr awi

name

play

hat
tor

t

(0]

n

b

Tips to help children begin to develop
and understand a purpose for  writing:

1 Encourage children to enga
play.

| Encourage sharing of perso
chil drends writings.

1 Provide journals and time for creative writing.

1 Al l ow children many oifjngor t
center or use writing experiences in their play.

1 Encourage children to complete or change familiar stories.
1 While reading to children talk about letters and sounds.

J] Reread childrends spoken wor
down.

| Displayand tal k about chil drend

J] Support childrends interest
recipes, etc. to share with class or family.

14
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Children begin to WRITING
understand rules of
spelling, grammar, Tips to help children begin to understand rules
and word usage. of spelling, grammar, and word usage:
(Pre-K Standard 7.0)
1 Di splay |l etters and words a
daily.
Teachers may see children beginto : 1 Provide alphabet guides nfor

writing.

Attempt, with a model, to write the first le tter of

first name . | Provide daily opportunities for children to write at their own
level.

1 r_ecognize first |l etter in na

or tracing letter | Talk about letters and sounds when reading or writing with

Attempt to spell own first name. SLelE

1 begin to print letters in own name 1 Encourage inventive spellin
words.

Use letter -like approximation to write name and/or

other words or ideas. 1 Write, display, andpointo ut c¢chi |l drends nar

| use deliberate letter choices during writing attempts 1 Model how to write (e.g., left to right, top to bottom).

1 s cr i b blikeesynibesahdesome letters in writing
- : : | Praise any and all attempts at writing letters.
Demonstrate beginning techniques for using
various writing materials 1 Provide environments where

: : materials.
1 experiment with brushes, fe athers, chalk, markers, rubber

stamps, computers, pens, and pencils

1 Provide many ac edevelogmerd af fine h a
Trace and progress to copy basic shapes (e.g. motor skills and finger dexterity.
horizontal line, vertical line, X, plus sign, circle, o
etc.). 1 Al'l ow for many opportunitie

with various materials) with letters and words.
J] copy word cards or shapes fr



